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the rule, of their daily life, for we are speaking of aver-
age Christians, not of the saints. Providence in all of Its
common manifestations is largely relegated to the realm of
the theoretic. Intellectually, the idea is accepted and, if
questioned, would be stoutly defended; but as a matter of
experience it is imperfectly vitalized.

That such a tendency exists in Protestant Christendom
cannot be gainsaid. That historically it had its inception in
a nobler conception of God than had hitherto prevailed we
have already indicated. That it is far less widely operative
among the simple people than among the intellectual is true.
That it has been nourished by many other influences is
probable. But that it has been incidental rather than neces-
sary to the development of the nobler conception may be
confidently asserted. What we need is a synthesis of the
ideas of the Orient and of the Occident. If ever the East
and the West consent to learn the best from each, other, the
Oriental conception of God will become purer, more ethical,
more effective, while the Western conception will grow more
vivid, will touch the common life of the religious man at a
thousand new points, and will appear us a vital force to those
whom now it influences not at all.

I.   DEVELOPMENT OF THE CULTS

When on the day of Pentecost the Apostles were inflamed
with the purpose of preaching the new religion, later called
Christianity, they did not foresee that this was to take root
and to flourish chiefly among the Gentiles or heathen. In
the beginning their message was delivered exclusively to the
Jews. At that time the population of Syria was between six
and seven millions of souls, of whom about one million were
Jews. In Palestine where the population was less, the Jews
numbered about seven hundred thousand.1 The earliest
Christian church of Jerusalem, thus, was Jewish. But as
a practical result of the great revelation of the universal

1 Professor Harnack Is authority for these numbers. This section is
further indebted to his "Expansion of Christianity/' vol. XIX of "The
Theological Translation Library " (New York, 1004).